
Florida's 2003 Accolades 
Florida’s diverse communities are a great place to live and do business, but don’t just 
take our word for it, here’s why everyone else thinks so:  

Five Florida hospitals rank among the Top 100 Most Wired. The 5th annual 
survey polls the nation's hospitals and health systems on their use of IT to address 
the key goals of safety and quality, customer service, business processes, workforce 
and disaster readiness. 1,128 hospitals were represented in the study. The five 
Florida hospitals are Orlando Regional Healthcare (Orlando), Wuesthoff Health 
System (Rockledge), Baptist Health Care (Pensacola), Baptist Health South Florida 
(Coral Gables), Memorial Healthcare System (Hollywood).  
(Hospitals & Health Networks, July/2003)  

Florida’s 4th graders ranked 8th in the nation. The 2002 National Assessment 
of Educational Progress (NAEP), also known as “the Nation’s Report Card”, also 
indicate that Florida’s writing scores increased significantly more than the rest of the 
nation.  
(U.S. Dept. of Education’s National Center for Education Statistics, July/2003)  

Florida’s economy grew the fastest among the ten largest states. Based on 
2001 data, the most current data available, Florida’s annual growth of real gross 
state product (GSP) was 1.8%. Trailing behind Florida is Texas, New York, 
Pennsylvania and California.  
(U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis, June/2003)  

Florida is the 9th top job-creating state. The 8th annual jobs survey compiled 
the top three manufacturing and non-manufacturing job-creating projects from all 
state-level economic development organizations. The South-Atlantic region, which 
includes Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Virgina, reported the 
largest number of jobs to be created.  
(Area Development, June/2003)  

Florida is the only state in the nation to have positive job market growth for 
the past 13 months. For the year ending in March 2003, the latest month for which 
comparable data from other states is available, Florida continued to create the most 
new jobs among all states and expanded at the fastest growth rate as compared to 
the 10 most populous states.  
(Florida Agency for Workforce Innovation, May/2003)  

Florida's State Tax System ranked 7th on how friendly it is to businesses. In 
a new study, The State Business Tax Climate Index, the Tax Foundation ranks the 50 
states on how "business friendly" their tax systems were at the start of 2003. The 
overall index is a composition of five specific indexes devoted to major features of a 
state’s tax system, features that definitely influence business decisions or the 
economy in general: the corporate income tax, the individual income tax, the sales 
or gross receipts tax, the state’s fiscal balance, and the conformity of the state’s tax 
system with other systems.  
(Tax Foundation, May/2003)  



Twelve (12) Florida cities make Forbes' list of "Best Places for Business and 
Careers". The 5th annual survey ranks cities based on income, job growth, cost-of-
doing business, available labor pool, crime rates, housing costs and net migration. 
The Florida cities that made the listing and their rankings: Sarasota (44), Ft. 
Lauderdale (47), Jacksonville (48), Melbourne (51), Pensacola (52), Orlando (56), Ft 
Myers (60), West Palm Beach (64), Daytona Beach (75), Lakeland (85), Tampa (91), 
Miami, (130).  
(Forbes, May/2003)   

Intel ranks eight Florida cities/regions among the top 100 with the greatest 
wireless Internet accessibility. Florida's "Most Unwired Cities" include Orlando, 
Miami-Ft. Lauderdale, Melbourne-Titusville-Palm Bay, Jacksonville, Tampa-St. Pete-
Clearwater, West Palm Beach-Boca Raton, Sarasota-Bradenton, and Daytona Beach. 
The survey is based on the number of public and commercial wireless access points 
(hotspots), cell phone coverage offering wide area network Internet access, and 
Internet penetration.  
(Intel.com, Apr/2003)  

Florida is home to 688,460 creative class employees - the 4th largest 
number in the U.S. The research was conducted by Arthur Adiarte of the Minnesota 
Dept of Trade and Economic Development and Dr. Kevin Stolarick of Carnegie Mellon 
University and Catalytix, and is based on the same methodology used to rank metro 
regions in The Rise of the Creative Class. Florida also ranked 3rd for diversity and 
10th for high-tech.  
(Creative Intelligence, Feb/2003)  

United Van Lines' 26th annual migration study indicates that Florida is one 
of the top "high inbound" states in the South. Florida, with 57.6% of moves 
inbound, has seen this inbound trend every year since the study began in 1977. 
United Van Lines is the nation's largest household goods mover. The annual study is 
based on interstate household moves handled by United among the 48 continugous 
states.  
(United Van Lines Migration Study, Jan/2003)  

Full Sail is named one of the top 5 game-degree colleges in the world. The 
college, located in Orlando, prepares students for the digital entertainment industry.  
(Electronic Gaming Monthly, Jan/2003)  

Four Florida companies rank among Fortune’s 100 best companies in which 
to work. The companies are Publix Super Markets, Baptist Health Care, Baptist 
Health South Florida, and JM Family Enterprises.  
(Fortune, Jan/2003)  

Florida climbs a notch to the 4th most popular location nationally for business in 
the Reader's Poll. Readers were asked to give the top states they would consider for 
expansions based on criteria such as transportation access, workforce training and 
incentives programs. Florida also ranked 6th most popular in the Bizsites survey.  
(Plants, Sites & Parks, Jan/2003) 


